
 

FAQs for Quakers 
At our most Spirit-led, the Religious Society of Friends has engaged in prophetic, nonviolent, 
faith-based action for peace, justice, and equality for all. Below are some basic questions and 
answers about Israeli apartheid and the Pledge from the Apartheid-Free Communities’ Quaker 
Affinity Group. We hope this short Q & A document will help your Quaker congregation or 
organization consider signing on to the Apartheid-Free Pledge and joining this growing 
interfaith movement for peace, justice, and equality in Palestine/Israel. 

WHAT DOES THE APARTHEID-FREE COMMUNITIES PLEDGE SAY? 

WE AFFIRM our commitment to freedom, justice, and equality for the Palestinian 
people and all people; 

WE OPPOSE all forms of racism, bigotry, discrimination, and oppression; and 

WE DECLARE ourselves an Apartheid-free community and to that end, 

WE PLEDGE to join others in working to end all support to Israel’s Apartheid regime, 
settler colonialism, and military occupation. 

WHAT IS APARTHEID? 

The global understanding of “apartheid” first developed in South Africa, where the ruling white 
minority used the term to name its decades-long system of extreme racial segregation and 
domination. Yet, apartheid can exist anywhere and take a variety of forms. The term is now used 
to describe any situation where an oppressive system of domination by one social group over 
another (whether based on race, ethnicity, or creed) is sought, institutionally established, and 
maintained through serious human rights abuses and inhumane acts. The Jim Crow South in the 
United States, for example, fits this definition and is now often referred to as apartheid. 

This wider definition of apartheid has also been codified into international law; first in the 1977 
International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid and then 
further elaborated in the 1998 Rome Statute to the International Criminal Court. Apartheid is 
now considered a crime against humanity--and global civil society, governments, and 
corporations have a moral and legal responsibility to refuse cooperation and complicity with any 
apartheid regime. 



HAS ISRAEL BECOME AN APARTHEID REGIME? 

For decades, Palestinian human rights organizations and activists, as well as South Africans, 
have described the situation in Palestine/Israel as apartheid. They argued that the Israeli 
government’s policies towards the Palestinian people have long met the three defining 
characteristics of apartheid under international law: 

 
1. An intent to maintain domination by one group over another. 
2. A robust institutional system of domination by one group over another. 
3. Inhumane acts and sever human rights abuses by the dominant group against 

another. 

More recently, several Israeli and international human rights organizations, including Yesh Din, 
B’tselem, Human Rights Watch, and Amnesty International, have all carefully researched and 
documented the evidence for these claims. Today, a strong consensus has emerged within the 
international human rights community that Israel’s treatment of Palestinians does, in fact, 
constitute the crime of apartheid. This, in turn, has challenged the entrenched propaganda 
narrative that obscures this reality and has sparked a growing international movement to 
withdraw cooperation and support for Israeli apartheid to secure peace, justice, and equality for 
everyone who lives in Palestine/Israel. 

WHY SHOULD QUAKER GROUPS SIGN ON TO THE PLEDGE? 

We are called to love our neighbors, seek justice, practice compassion, and walk humbly with 
our God. Taking the Apartheid-Free Pledge is an important way to answer this call on one of the 
great moral issues of our time. It brings your Quaker congregation or organization into solidarity 
with people suffering oppression and it is a direct response to specific calls made by Palestinian 
civil society and Palestinian Christian and Muslim leaders for international solidarity and 
concerted action for peace, justice, and equality. Taking the Pledge--and acting on it--also 
supports the courageous peace and justice work of a wide variety Jewish groups operating in 
Palestine/Israel and around the world.   

Remember, congregations and denominations of different faith traditions played a major role in 
both naming and resisting South African apartheid. We can now play a similar role in naming 
and transforming the oppressive apartheid reality operating in Palestine/Israel today. There are 
many ways Quaker groups might choose to contribute to this movement, including educating 
ourselves and neighbors, policy advocacy, humanitarian assistance, nonviolent protest and civil 
disobedience, and economic activism, such as boycotts and divestment. The Apartheid-Free 
Communities’ Quaker Affinity Group can help provide Quaker-specific inspiration, speakers, 
workshops, resources, Zoom meetings, mutual aid, action ideas, and collaboration opportunities. 
However, taking the pledge, and joining the Apartheid-Free Communities coalition also connects 
you to the wider network of Apartheid-Free faith communities, campus groups, human rights 
organizations, socially responsible businesses, and municipalities. 

TO LEARN MORE, GO TO  APARTHEID-FREE.ORG/QUAKERS 


